
R & E Grant Application
15 Biennium

Project Information

Thief Valley Reservoir Dock Replacement

Project #:
15-034

 R&E Project 
Request:

 Total Project:

7/1/2016Start Date:

10/30/2016End Date:

ODFW - Grande Ronde Watershed District OfficeOrganization:

Applicant Information

Timothy BaileyName:

107 20th StreetAddress:

La Grande, OR  97850 

541-962-1829      Telephone:

541-963-2138      Telephone 2:

541-963-6670Fax:

timothy.d.bailey@state.or.usEmail:

Past Recommended or Completed Projects

Number Name Status

11-036
Luger Pond Handicap Fishing Access 
Development

Completed

09-057 Phillips Reservoir Fishery Restoration Completed
09-183 Phillips Reservoir Creel Survey Completed

09-219
North Powder Pond Fishing Access 
Improvement

Completed

09-264
Grande Ronde Watershed District Fishery 
Monitoring

Completed

09-265 Phillips Reservoir Trap Nets Completed
11-066 Phillips Reservoir Fishery Restoration - Phase II Completed

11-074
Northeast Oregon Spring Chinook Creel 
Surveys

Completed

11-146 Phillips Reservoir Creel Survey 2013 Completed

11-158
Grande Ronde Watershed Monitoring 
Equipment

Completed

11-159
2013 Northeast Oregon Spring Chinook Creel 
Surveys

Completed

13-001 Phillips Reservoir Creel Survey 2013 - Phase 2 Approved
13-050 Phillips Reservoir Monitoring and Evaluation Approved

$20,250.00

$155,000.00
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Location Information

Where is it?

The project will occur on public land owned or managed by the applicant

Site Description

Street Address, nearest intersection, or other descriptive location.
GPS Coordinates:  Lat 45 degrees 1'33"N Long 117 degrees 47'21"W

Directions to the site from the nearest highway junction.
Located off I-84 exit 285 North Powder, head East onto US-30/OR-237. Turn right onto 
Telocaset Lane, turn left at tracks to stay on Telocaset Lane. Turn right onto Thief Valley Road.

Following project completion, public anglers will be allowed the following level of access to the project 
site:

Full access

Please describe what leases, easements, agreements are in place to ensure angler access to the 
project site, and what is the length of each agreement.

This is publicly owned land by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the facility is managed by 
Union County Parks.

Dominant Land Use Type:
Range/pasture

Project Location

General Project Location.
UnionCounty:

TelocassetTown/City:

La Grande Fish DistrictODFW Dist:

Thief Valley ReservoirStream/Lake/Es
tuary Name:

PowderSub-basin:

Snake RiverTributary of:

Specific Project Location.
Latitude Longitude

45.025755 -117.788522

Project Summary

Project Summary

Please provide a couple sentence summary of the proposal.
This project involves replacement of the existing dock at the Thief Valley Reservoir Boat Ramp.  
The dock system has been damaged by ice and is in need of replacement.  The replacement 
will be a design that is more easily removable to avoid winter ice damage.

Overall Project Goals

Describe the primary goals or outcomes of the entire project, including elements not requesting 
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funding from R&E.
Provide safe boater/fishing access to Thief Valley Reservoir

Primary objectives of R&E funding

Please describe the measurable objectives for the R&E portion of the funding request.
Union County Parks will install a new boat ramp dock system at Thief Valley Reservoir by 
October 30, 2016.

Current Situation/Justification

Please describe the current situation and explain why this funding is needed.
Currently, the Thief Valley boarding float system is in disrepair after several years in a harsh 
environment.  From experience Union County has found it is imperative the dock system be 
removed from the water every winter season.  In winter of 2013 the dock was locked in ice and 
buckled due to shifting ice.  The dock system experienced extensive damage and needs 
replaced.

The current docking system uses pilings.  Pilings are very susceptible to the shifting ice action 
and appear to have been compromised some years ago.  One piling has been removed in the 
past along with 3 dock sections. The one remaining piling is pushed out of plumb annually.

Since the ice event of 2013 Union County has been installing three boarding floats that are in  
poor condition, safety is a serious concern. Water access is limited to when water levels are 
high. The original system deployed seven dock sections to safely access low water levels.

Recreation and Commercial Benefit

This project will provide benefits to:
Recreational fisheries

Explain how this project will contribute to current (and/or potential) fishing opportunities, access, or 
fisheries management.

Thief Valley Reservoir provides a very good fishery for stocked rainbow trout, one of the most 
popular trout fisheries in the La Grande Fish District.  Due to limited bank access, safe boat 
access is important for this fishery.

A statistical creel survey providing estimates of angler use and effort was conducted in June and 
July of 2010.  During this period anglers made 1,582 trips to the reservoir (angler-days) and 
invested 5,915 hours.  June and July comprise only a portion of the annual fishery.  Typically the 
spring fishery begins in March and runs through July.  In addition, in some years fall fishing is 
very popular (October and November) and there is a winter ice fishery.  To provide a sense of 
the angler effort over the course of the spring fishery, the 2010 data were expanded to the 5 
month period using the per month averages from June and July.  The 2010 spring fishery 
involved an estimated 3,955 angler days and 14,785 angler hours.  Overall the 2010 fishery was 
an average year with regard to angler effort at the reservoir, per District observation.  In some 
years, when the fishery is exceptional, angler use would be much greater.  

Is this project part of an approved Salmon-Trout Enhancement Program (STEP) activity?
No

This project has been identified as a priority for:
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Local/watershed

Identify any plan or other document that identifies this priority.
This project supports ODFW's 25 Year Angling Enhancement Plan by maintaining safe boating 
access to Thief Valley Reservoir.  Goal 2, Strategy f: Develop and maintain access to water 
bodies

This project is intended to benefit the following species:

This project will benefit anglers or fishery by providing:
Angler Access

Angler Access

This project will:
Maintain/restore current angler access

Choose the following that best describes the angling access provided by the project:
Dock

Do similar access sites, facilities, or fisheries exist within 10 miles of the project site?
No

Project Description

Schedule
Activity Date RE Funding

Begin Construction 7/2016 Yes
Complete Construction 10/2016 Yes

Permits
Permit Secured? Date Expected

No

Project Design and Description

Please describe in detail the methods or approach that will be used to achieve the project objectives.
This project has been designed by the Oregon Sate Marine Board.  See the attached design 
and cost estimate.  The project calls for the removal of existing concrete abutment and one 
piling as well as sediment deposits.  The existing boat ramp is in good condition and will remain.  
A 136 foot concrete rail system will be installed to guide 60 feet of self adjusting boarding floats.

The new dock system design calls for a concrete guideway and self adjusting boarding floats. 
This system is very easy to deploy and remove requiring only one motorgrader and operator. 
The existing system requires a semi truck and trailer hauling an excavator as well as a four 
person crew, minimum.  The process takes a few hours plus two hours of travel time and is hard 
on the dock system. The new system will have minimal to no wear and tear from install or 
removal of boarding floats. Mobilization and man power will be a fraction of the old system, more 
timely and cost effective.

In addition to installation of a new dock system, the OSMB conceptual design includes a 26' x 
80' new concrete pad at the top of the boat ramp.  
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Engineering

Does the project involve capital improvement, engineering, site grading or other construction?
Yes
Not associated with ODFW

Project Management and Maintenance

What is the life expectancy of R&E funded construction, structures, equipment, supplies, data or 
fishery?

Union County has committed to operate and maintain the new facility for 20 years.  See 
attached OSMB grant application.

Who is responsible for long term management, maintenance, and oversight of the project beyond 
what is funded by R&E.

The land is owned by the U.S Bureau of Reclamation and the facility is operated and maintained 
by Union County.  Earliest records show Union County's involvement with the property began in 
1975.  Union County and partners have developed and maintained outdoor recreation facilities 
since that time. 

 

Will the project require ongoing maintenance?
Yes
The new dock system will require on-going maintenance which will be provided by Union 
County.

Is there a plan to collect baseline data and to conduct monitoring efforts to measure the effectiveness 
of the project?

No

Project Funding

Funding

Have you applied for OWEB funding for this project?
No

Other Funding Source Type Secured Dollar Value Comments
OSMB Cash Pending 116250
Union County Cash Secured 18500

Total 134750

Project #: 15-034
Thief Valley Reservoir Dock Replacement

Page 5 of 7Last Modified/Revised: 6/8/2015 5:11:05 PM



Budget

Item Unit Number Unit Cost In-kind or non-
cash

contr butions

Funding from
other sources

R&E Funds Total Costs

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(1) 0 0 0 0

IN-HOUSE PERSONNEL

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(2) 0 0 0 0

CONTRACTED SERVICES

Mobilization 1 12783 0 12783 0 12783
Bonding and Insurance 1 12929 0 12929 0 12929
Work Area Isolation 1 1500 0 1500 0 1500
Remove and Dispose of Existing Docks 4 1200 0 4800 0 4800
Remove and Dispose Steel Pile 1 1500 0 1500 0 1500
Remove and Dispose Concrete Abutment 130 8 0 1040 0 1040
Sawcut 1 500 0 500 0 500
Excavation (Ramp and Bank Shaping) 150 25 0 3750 0 3750
Excavation (For Concrete Pad) 100 25 0 2500 0 2500
Self-Adjusting Dock Guide 135 150 0 0 20250 20250
Cedar Docks 360 105 0 37800 0 37800
Geotextile Fabric (Under Concr. Pad) 2080 0.35 0 728 0 728
Base Rock (Under Concr. Pad) 50 50 0 2500 0 2500
Concrete Pad 2080 24 0 49920 0 49920
Lane Striping 1 500 0 500 0 500
Signs 1 2000 0 2000 0 2000

SUBTOTAL(3) 0 134750 20250 155000
TRAVEL

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(4) 0 0 0 0

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(5) 0 0 0 0

EDUCATION/OUTREACH

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(6) 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(7) 0 0 0 0

FISCAL ADMINISTRATION

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(8) 0 0 0 0

 
BUDGET 
TOTAL

0 134750 20250 155000
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Additional Files

Click a link to view that particular file.

OSMB Conceptual Drawings

OSMB Cost Estimate

Signature Page

Union County App 1

Union County App 2
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https://nrimp.dfw.state.or.us/re/pictures/1535_5_Thief Valley Conceptual Drawings.pdf
https://nrimp.dfw.state.or.us/re/pictures/1535_4_Thief Valley - Conceptual Cost Estimate.pdf
https://nrimp.dfw.state.or.us/re/pictures/1535_1_Signature Page.pdf
https://nrimp.dfw.state.or.us/re/pictures/1535_2_Union County app part 1 (2).pdf
https://nrimp.dfw.state.or.us/re/pictures/1535_3_Union County app part 2.pdf

































































